i find that    off-track roadway was not maintained as
as practicable from                                conditions that could

control of the equipment.  Inspector        issued
citation after observing what he believed were excessive
of    In a four way Intersection*  H& stated that he
specifically measure    depth of the    or the size
of        affected, but that he walked ar.ound the area and

out Into the    until It reached ,the top of his boots.
He         that the    was 12 to 16 inches deep and possibly
up to 20 Inches In places.  He also testified that the entire
intersection was affected and measured approximately 16 x 16
feet.

David Antockf the union representative who accompanied
Inspector Workman during his inspection* corroborated his
observations.  He testified that the mud would have been over
his boots If he walked out into it.

Respondent contends that the muddy conditions were not as
as described by Inspector Workman and Mr. Antock.  However,
none of Respondent's witnesses actually measured the accumula-
tions.  Also, Inspector Workman was the only person who
actually walked out toward the middle of the roadway.  Mr.
Aatock observed him do this and saw him back out when the mud
reached the top of his boots.

Both Inspector Workman and Mr. Antock testified that the
conditions would affect the control of a shuttle car.

have had significant experience operating shuttle cars
and Mr. Antock worked as a shuttle car operator in this mine
and had driven a shuttle car in this particular section as
recently as a few days before the citation was written.

Inspector Workman and Mr. Antock observed a shuttle car
operator in the area trying to clean out his car.  The mud had
come over the deck and into the car itself. Mud was observed
around the tram handles and brakes.  The mud would have to be
at least six inches deep to come over the deck.  Both felt that
It would be extremely difficult to operate a shuttle car
through the area without sliding.  Accumulation of mud to this
extent gets underneath and inside the car and affects the
control and braking of the vehicle.

The violation was abated by scooping the mud out of the
roadway. Mr. Antockf who was working on this section at the
time of the hearing, indicated that cleaning up one to two
times per shift is sufficient to keep the area clean and safe,
le testified that recently the area was being scooped once at

2009age to the outer jacket of a cable, even a small
